
Colombia
Map

Summary
Travel Documents & Red Tape
Visas
No visa needed for UK nationals (Wanderlust, Jan 07)

Politics
Contacts & Local Knowledge
Economy
Currency & Money
Take USD.

Access & Exchange
Safety
Drugs, political instability, kidnappings, are problems. Make sure you look like one of the locals. Look like you are very poor and so no-one
would pay ransom for you.

Costs
Accommodation
Food
Tourism

Geography
Climate
Seasons
The dry season runs from December 'til February. This is also a popular time for locals to take their holiday.

Regional Variations
Topography
Mountains
Andean Highlands

Near the Ecuadorian frontier, the Andes Mountains divide into three distinct, 
roughly parallel chains, called cordilleras, that extend northeastward almost to the
Caribbean Sea. Altitudes reach more than 5,700 meters, and mountain peaks are
permanently covered with snow. The elevated basins and plateaus of these 
ranges have a moderate climate that provides pleasant living conditions and in 
many places enables farmers to harvest twice a year. Torrential rivers on the 
slopes of the mountains produce a large hydroelectric power potential and add 
their volume to the navigable rivers in the valleys. In the late 1980s, 
approximately 78% of the country's population lived in the Andean highlands.

The Cordillera Occidental in the west, the Cordillera Central in the center, and the
Cordillera Oriental in the east have different characteristics. Geologically, the 
Cordillera Occidental and the Cordillera Central form the western and eastern 
sides of a massive crystalline arch that extends from the Caribbean lowlands to 
the southern border of Ecuador. The Cordillera Oriental, however, is composed of
folded stratified rocks overlying a crystalline core.

The Cordillera Occidental is relatively low and is the least populated of the three 
cordilleras. Summits are only about 3,000 meters above sea level and do not 
have permanent snows. Few passes exist, although one that is about 1,520 
meters above sea level provides the major city of Cali with an outlet to the Pacific 
Ocean. The relatively low elevation of the cordillera permits dense vegetation, 
which on the western slopes is truly tropical.

The Cordillera Occidental is separated from the Cordillera Central by the deep rift 
of the Cauca Valley. The Río Cauca rises within 200 kilometers of the border with
Ecuador and flows through some of the best farmland in the country. After the two
cordilleras converge, the Cauca Valley becomes a deep gorge all the way to the 
Caribbean lowlands.

The Cordillera Central is the loftiest of the mountain systems. Its crystalline rocks 
form an 800-kilometer-long towering wall dotted with snow-covered volcanoes. 
There are no plateaus in this range and no passes under 3,300 meters. The highest peak in this range, the Nevado del Huila, reaches 5,439 
meters above sea level. The second highest peak is a volcano, Nevado del Ruiz, which erupted violently on November 13, 1985. Toward its 
northern end, this cordillera separates into several branches that descend toward the Caribbean coast.

Between the Cordillera Central and the Cordillera Oriental flows the Río Magdalena. This 1,600-kilometer-long river rises near a point some
180 kilometers north of the border with Ecuador, where the Cordillera Oriental and the Cordillera Central diverge. Its spacious drainage area 
is fed by numerous mountain torrents originating high in the snowfields. The Río Magdalena is generally navigable from the Caribbean Sea
as far as the town of Neiva, deep in the interior, but is interrupted midway by rapids. The valley floor is very deep; nearly 800 kilometers from 
the river's mouth the elevation is no more than about 300 meters.

In the Cordillera Oriental at elevations between 2,500 and 2,700 meters, three large fertile basins and a number of small ones provide 
suitable areas for settlement and intensive economic production. In the basin of Cundinamarca, where the Spanish found the Chibcha 
Indians, the European invaders established the town of Santa Fe de Bogotá (present-day Bogotá) at an elevation of 2,650 meters above sea
level.

To the north of Bogotá, in the densely populated basins of Chiquinquira and Boyacá, are fertile fields, rich mines, and large industrial
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establishments that produce much of the national wealth. Still farther north, where the Cordillera Oriental makes an abrupt turn to the 
northwest near the border with Venezuela, the highest point of this range, the Sierra Nevada de Cocuy, rises to 5,493 meters above sea 
level. In the department of Santander, the valleys on the western slopes are more spacious, and agriculture is intensive in the area around 
Bucaramanga. The northernmost region of the range around Cúcuta is so rugged that historically it has been easier to maintain
communications and transportation with Venezuela than with the adjacent parts of Colombia.

Places
Towns & Cities
Sites Of Interest
Culture
Laws & Customs
Languages
People
History
Events
National Holidays & Celebrations
Festivals

Travelling
General Considerations
On-Road
Off-Road
Established & Recommended Routes
On-Road
There is a route in the Yunga mountains from La Paz to Coroico. The distance between Coroico and La Paz is only 70km, but the road to
Coroico starts on a summit near La Paz, 4633 meters above sea level, and heads down to 1700 meters above sea level, A 3300 meters 
descent. Not only that the road is extremely steep, but it is also narrow, muddy, and has steep drops of over 1000 meters instead of margins. 
A recipe for disaster! And disasters indeed occurre - and that is why the road got its name - the Death Road. More about 'Death Road' and a 
detailed route From La Paz to Huarina via Coroico, Mapiri and Sorata (http://www.irisentoreopreis.nl/mapiri_map.shtml) 

Off-Road
Health & Safety
Hygiene
Vaccinations
Health Facilities
Crime
In recent decades the country has been plagued by the effects of the influential drug trade and by guerrilla insurgents such as the Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia), or FARC, and illegal counter-insurgency paramilitary 
groups such as the Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia (United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia), or AUC, which along with other minor 
factions have been engaged in a bloody internal armed conflict. The powerful drug cartels have helped the Colombian balance of trade by 
creating a steady and substantial influx of foreign currency, mainly U. S. dollars. On the other hand, the druglords have destabilized the 
government and, in the 1980s, the neighbour country of Panama was invaded by the United States in 1989 to remove strongman General 
Manuel Noriega because of his alleged links to the drug trade. The different insurgent irregular groups often resort to kidnapping and drug 
smuggling to fund their causes, tend to operate in large areas of the remote rural countryside and can sometimes disrupt communications 
and travel between different regions. Since the early 1980s, attempts at reaching a negotiated settlement between the government and the 
different rebel groups have been made, either failing or achieving only the partial demobilization of some of the parties involved. One of the 
last such attempts was made during the administration of President Andrés Pastrana Arango, which negotiated with the FARC between 1998
and 2002.

In the late 1990s, President Andrés Pastrana implemented an initiative named Plan Colombia, with the dual goal of ending the armed conflict
and promoting a strong anti-narcotic strategy. The most controversial element of the Plan, which also included a smaller number of funds for 
institutional and alternative development, was considered to be its anti-narcotic strategy, consisting on an increase in aerial fumigations to 
eradicate coca. This activity came under fire from several sectors, which claimed that fumigation also damages legal crops and has adverse 
health effects upon population exposed to the herbicides. Critics of the initiative also claim that the plan represents a military approach to 
problems that have additional roots in the social inequalities of the country.

During the presidency of Alvaro Uribe, who was elected on the promise to apply military pressure on the FARC and other criminal groups, 
some security indicators have improved, showing a decrease in reported kidnappings (from 3700 in the year 2000 to 1441 in 2004) and a 
decrease of more than 48% in homicides between July 2002 and May 2005. It is argued that these improvements have favored economic
growth. [1]

Analysts and critics inside Colombia agree that there has been a degree of practical improvement in several of the mentioned fields, but the 
exact reasons for the figures themselves have sometimes been disputed, as well as their specific accuracy. Some opposition sectors have 
criticized the government's security strategy, claiming that it is not enough to solve Colombia's complex problems and that it has contributed 
to creating a favorable environment for the continuation of some human rights abuses.

Current FCO advice here
(http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1007029390590&a=KCountryAdvice&aid=1013618385774
.

Food
Local Cuisine
Self-Catering
Hunting & Gathering Opportunities
Working
Red Tape
Seasonal Possibilities



Other Opportunities
Enterprise
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