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Summary
The lands that today comprise Croatia were part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire until the close of World War I. In 1918, the Croats, Serbs, 
and Slovenes formed a kingdom known after 1929 as Yugoslavia. Following World War II, Yugoslavia became a federal independent 
Communist state under the strong hand of Marshal TITO. Although Croatia declared its independence from Yugoslavia in 1991, it took four 
years of sporadic, but often bitter, fighting before occupying Serb armies were mostly cleared from Croatian lands. Under UN supervision, the
last Serb-held enclave in eastern Slavonia was returned to Croatia in 1998.

Travel Documents & Red Tape
Visas
Politics
1990 Constitution, Croatia has been a democratic republic. Between 1990 and 2000 it had a semi-presidential system, and since 2000 it has 
a parliamentary system.

The President of the Republic (Predsjednik) is the head of state, directly elected to a five-year term and is limited by the Constitution to a 
maximum of two terms. In addition to being the commander in chief of the armed forces, the president has the procedural duty of appointing 
the Prime minister with the consent of the Parliament, and has some influence on foreign policy. Croatia is a member of: United Nations
Council of Europe OSCE Partnership for Peace Other organizations

The Croatian Parliament (Sabor) is a unicameral legislative body (a second chamber, the "House of Counties", which was set up by the 
Constitution of 1990, has been abolished in 2001[1]). The number of the Sabor's members can vary from 100 to 160; they are all elected by 
popular vote to serve four-year terms. The plenary sessions of the Sabor take place from January 15 to July 15, and from September 15 to
December 15.

The Croatian Government (Vlada) is headed by the Prime minister who has two deputy prime ministers and fourteen ministers in charge of 
particular sectors of activity. The executive branch is responsible for proposing legislation and a budget, executing the laws, and guiding the 
foreign and internal policies of the republic.

Croatia has a three-tiered judicial system, consisting of the Supreme Court, county courts, and municipal courts. The Constitutional Court 
rules on matters regarding the Constitution.

The yearly Reporters Without Borders' press freedom rankings for Croatia from 2002 to 2006 are: 33rd · 69th · 54th · 56th · 53rd

Croatian Bloc or HB [Ivic PASALIC]; Croatian Christian Democratic Union or HKDU [Anto KOVACEVIC]; Croatian Democratic Congress of 
Slavonia and Baranja or HDSSB [Branimir GLAVAS]; Croatian Democratic Union or HDZ [Ivo SANADER]; Croatian Party of Rights or HSP 
[Anto DJAPIC]; Croatian Peasant Party or HSS [Josip FRISCIC]; Croatian Pensioner Party or HSU [Vladimir JORDAN]; Croatian People's 
Party or HNS [Vesna PUSIC] (in 2005 party merged with Libra to become Croatian People's Party-Liberal Democrats or NS-LD [Vesna 
PUSIC]); Croatian Social Liberal Party or HSLS [Djurdja ADLESIC]; Croatian True Revival Party or HIP [Miroslav TUDJMAN]; Democratic 
Centre or DC [Vesna SKARE-OZBOLT]; Independent Democratic Serb Party or SDSS [Vojislav STANIMIROVIC]; Istrian Democratic 
Assembly or IDS [Ivan JAKOVCIC]; Social Democratic Party of Croatia or SDP [Ivica RACAN]

Dispute remains with Bosnia and Herzegovina over several small disputed sections of the boundary related to maritime access that hinders 
ratification of the 1999 border agreement; the Croatia-Slovenia land and maritime boundary agreement, which would have ceded most of 
Pirin Bay and maritime access to Slovenia and several villages to Croatia, remains un-ratified and in dispute; Slovenia also protests Croatia's 
2003 claim to an exclusive economic zone in the Adriatic; as a European Union peripheral state, neighboring Slovenia must conform to the 
strict Schengen border rules to curb illegal migration and commerce through southeastern Europe while encouraging close cross-border ties 
with Croatia

transit point along the Balkan route for Southwest Asian heroin to Western Europe; has been used as a transit point for maritime shipments 
of South American cocaine bound for Western Europe

Contacts & Local Knowledge

Economy
Typical Eastern Bloc. Tourism not yet taken over. Although getting much more popular. Thankfully quite a lot of restrictions of developmnet
(e.g. only locals could build / buy a house on Korcula Island.

Once one of the wealthiest of the Yugoslav republics, Croatia's economy suffered badly during the 1991-1995 war as output collapsed and 
the country missed the early waves of investment in Central and Eastern Europe that followed the fall of the Berlin Wall. Since 2000, 
however, Croatia's economic fortunes have begun to improve slowly, with moderate but steady GDP growth between 4% and 5% led by a 
rebound in tourism and credit-driven consumer spending. Inflation over the same period has remained tame and the currency, the kuna, 
stable. Nevertheless, difficult problems still remain, including a stubbornly high unemployment rate, a growing trade deficit and uneven 
regional development. The state retains a large role in the economy, as privatization efforts often meet stiff public and political resistance. 
While macroeconomic stabilization has largely been achieved, structural reforms lag because of deep resistance on the part of the public and
lack of strong support from politicians. The EU accession process should accelerate fiscal and structural reform.

Currency & Money
[1] (http://www.oanda.com/convert/classic) Sunday, March 25, 2007

1 British Pound = 10.90149 Croatian Kuna 1 Croatian Kuna (HRK) = 0.09173 British Pound (GBP)

Access & Exchange
Safety
COUNTRY DESCRIPTION ^ Croatia is a moderately developed nation in transition to a market economy. Facilities for tourism are available
throughout the country, and the Adriatic coast is an increasingly popular tourist destination.

SECURITY AND SAFETY ^ Although hostilities in all parts of the country ended in 1995, de-mining of areas along former confrontation lines
is not complete. At the end of 2003, it was estimated that 300,000 mines spread over 1,350 square miles remained in Croatia and that 
demining operations will continue until 2010. Travelers in former conflict areas, including the Danube region (Eastern Slavonia), 
Brodsko-Posavska county, areas around Karlovac, and the former Krajina, should exercise caution and not stray from known safe roads and 
areas. Mine clearance work may lead to the closure of major roads. For more information about demining operations in Croatia, please see 



Croatia's National Tourist Board (http://www.croatia.hr/) 

the Croatian Mine Action Center's website at http://www.hcr.hr.

CRIME ^ Croatia has a relatively low crime rate, and violent crime is rare. Foreigners do not appear to be singled out; however, as in many
countries, displays of wealth increase chances of becoming the victim of a pickpocket or mugger. Such crimes are more likely to occur in bus 
or railroad stations or on public transportation.

MEDICAL FACILITIES ^ Health facilities in Croatia, although generally of western caliber, are under severe budgetary strains. Some
medicines are in short supply in public hospitals and clinics. The number of private medical and dental practitioners is substantial, and private
pharmacies stock a variety of medicines not readily available through public health facilities. Croatian health care facilities, doctors and 
hospitals may expect immediate cash payment for health services and generally will not accept credit cards. Travelers to Croatia may obtain 
a list of English-speaking physicians and dentists at the Embassy's website: http://www.usembassy.hr or tel.: (385)(1) 661-2376, or after 
working hours at tel.: (385)(1) 661-2400. Ambulance services can be reached by dialing 94.

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS ^ While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ
significantly from those in the United States. The information below concerning Croatia is provided for general reference only, and it may not 
be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance.

Right turns on red lights are strictly forbidden in Croatia, unless an additional green light (in the shape of an arrow) allows it. At unmarked
intersections, right of way is always to the vehicle entering from the right. The use of front seat belts is obligatory and passengers in vehicles
equipped with rear seat belts are required to use them. Special seats are required for infants and children under age 12 may not sit in the
front seat of an automobile. The use of a cellular phone while operating a motor vehicle is prohibited unless the driver is using a hands–free
device.

Within Croatia, emergency road help and information may be reached by dialing 987, a service of the Croatian Automobile Association 
(HAK), staffed by English speaking operators. The police can be reached by dialing 92 and the ambulance service by dialing 94. Additional 
road condition and safety information may be obtained from HAK at tel. (385)(1) 455-4433 or (385) (1) 461-2975 for Zagreb, at (385) (1) 
661-1999 for anywhere else in Croatia, or via their web page, http://www.hak.hr. During the tourist season, traffic information in English is 
also available at 98.5 FM on Croatian radio thirty minutes past the hour between 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m.

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES ^ All foreign citizens must register with the local police within 24 hours of arrival and inform the office about any
change in their address. Registration of foreign visitors staying in hotels or accommodations rented thorough an accommodation company is 
done automatically by the hotelier or accommodation company.

Costs
Accommodation
Hostel typical £10 per night

Campsites: http://www.find-croatia.com/camping-croatia/index.html

Food
Beside the standard European cuisine present in all restaurants and hotels specialties from the grill and the roasting-spit (lamb, pork, poultry)
are very popular. Some specialties are as follows: the Gavrilovic salami, the Dalmatian smoked ham, salty pilchards, sheep cheese, 
peppered Slavonian sausages, paprika-flavoured salami, etc. An exquisite hors-d'oeuvre are sea-shells (oysters, mussels, date-shells) as 
well as scampi, grilled or "na buzaru" (cooked and flavoured with a lot of aromatic spices). From fish meals the fish stew (several kinds of fish
sauteéd in a tomato sauce with garlic and spices) is very savoury, and in the continental region the peppered fish stew with fresh-water fish is
favoured.

From meat specialties we point out the following: the Dalmatian "pasticada" (beef stuffed with lard and roasted in wine and spices), the steak
á la Zagreb (veal stuffed with ham and cheese, then fried in breadcrumbs), the cutlet la Zagorje (with sausages, sauerkraut and boiled
potatoes), the veal Easter egg (in piquant tomato sauce with mushrooms), turkey with "mlinci" (thinly rolled out pasta), the country dinner 
(stuffed cabbage leaves, sausages, roasted pork and lard in sauerkraut). In northern Croatia venison is regularly prepared la hunter's or in a 
cream sauce, whereas in Dalmatia it is roasted or sauteéd in a sauce of vinegar, olive-oil, wine, prosecco, prunes with rosemary.

Beside foreign alcoholic drinks you may taste the domestic brandies: plum-brandy, herb-flavoured brandy and walnut-brandy. Further, there 
are many sorts of wine, but king of all wines is Dingac (15-16% of alcohol), a thick red wine from the peninsula of Peljesac. Then there is the 
Korculanski grk (14-15% of alcohol). A series of other thick red wines should also be mentioned: the visko, hvarsko, kastelansko and the 
Istrian wine. In the northern country parts the alcoholic content of the wines drops, but the acid contents grows. Predominantly white wines 
with pleasant flavour, light and sweet taste are brewed here. Among these we would like to stress the following: grasevina, rizling, traminac, 
pinot, sovignon, pljesivica, etc.

Tourism

Geography
Climate
[2] (http://www.bt-store.com/sitemap/HTML/travel_guides/desc/Sx2-2-GeoAreaID-1_hr-TopicID-Climate/Climate.htm) [3]
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/world/country_guides/results.shtml?tt=TT005250) The part of Croatia that is best known and most visited by 
tourists is the Dalmatian coast and its offshore islands in the Adriatic Sea. This region has a Mediterranean type of climate with mild winters 
and warm, sunny summers. The coast is backed by the high mountains of the Dinaric Alps, rising to 1,200-1,800 m/4,000-6,000 ft. Winter 
rainfall here is heavy.

The table for Dubrovnik is characteristic of weather on the Dalmatian coast of Croatia.

An unpleasant feature of the winter weather is a cold gusty wind, the bora, which brings cold air from central and eastern Europe down to the 
coast for a few days at a time; it blows particularly violently in the north of the Adriatic. Summers on this coast are not entirely rainless, and 
the fine, sunny weather is often interrupted by thunderstorms. Sunshine averages some four hours a day in winter and from ten to twelve 
hours a day in summer.

Inland climatic conditions rapidly become more typical of eastern Europe with cold winters and warm summers; summer here is the wettest
season.

Much of inland Croatia is mountainous or hilly, and winter snow lies for long periods in the higher regions.

The table for Sarajevo in Bosnia-Herzegovina shows conditions that are also typical of the more mountainous parts of Croatia.

Eastern Croatia includes much low-lying land in the valleys of the Danube, Drave, and Save; here winters are rather cold and rainfall lower. 
The table for Belgrade in Serbia represents similar conditions.

Seasons



Regional Variations
Topography
[4] (http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Europe/Croatia-TOPOGRAPHY.html) The topography of Croatia is geographically diverse, with flat 
plains along the Hungarian border, as well as low mountains and highlands near the Adriatic coast. The country is generally divided into three
main geographic zones: the Pannonian and Peri-Pannonian Plains in the east and northwest, the central hills and mountains, and the Adriatic
coast.

[5] (http://www.korcula.info/croatia/croatia_relief.asp) A considerable part of Croatia lies at an altitude of over 500 m, but there are no 
mountains higher than 2000 m. Lowlands prevail in eastern and northwestern Croatia, while the highest mountains in the mountainous part 
are found in the area which separates the continental mainland from the Coast (Risnjak 1528m, Velika Kapela 1533m, Pljesivica 1657m) or 
close to the sea (Ucka 1396m, Velebit 1758m). The highest mountains in Dalmatia are Biokovo (1762m) close to the sea and Dinara (1831m)
in the hinterland. 12313213

Approximately 24% of Croatia's land is arable. Croatia's natural resources include: oil, some coal, bauxite, low-grade iron ore, calcium, 
natural asphalt, silica, mica, clays, and salt. Croatia's natural environment experiences effects from frequent earthquakes, air pollution from 
metallurgical plants, coastal pollution from industrial and domestic waste, and forest damage.

Mountains
[6] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Mountains_of_Croatia) 

Places
Towns & Cities
[7] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities_in_Croatia) 

Sites Of Interest
Excellent mountain biking country, stunning walking, sailing. Plitvice Lakes National Park (http://www.np-plitvicka-jezera.hr/?lan=en) 
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