
Greece
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Summary
Greece achieved independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1829. During the second half of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th 
century, it gradually added neighboring islands and territories, most with Greek-speaking populations. In World War II, Greece was first 
invaded by Italy (1940) and subsequently occupied by Germany (1941-44); fighting endured in a protracted civil war between supporters of 
the king and Communist rebels. Following the latter's defeat in 1949, Greece joined NATO in 1952. A military dictatorship, which in 1967 
suspended many political liberties and forced the king to flee the country, lasted seven years. The 1974 democratic elections and a 
referendum created a parliamentary republic and abolished the monarchy. In 1981 Greece joined the EC (now the EU); it became the 12th 
member of the euro zone in 2001.

Travel Documents & Red Tape
Visas
Politics
Disputes - international:

Definition Field Listing Greece and Turkey continue discussions to resolve their complex maritime, air, territorial, and boundary disputes in
the Aegean Sea; Cyprus question with Turkey; Greece rejects the use of the name Macedonia or Republic of Macedonia; the mass migration 
of unemployed Albanians still remains a problem for developed countries, chiefly Greece and Italy

Contacts & Local Knowledge
Economy
Greece has a capitalist economy with the public sector accounting for about 40% of GDP and with per capita GDP at least 75% of the leading
euro-zone economies. Tourism provides 15% of GDP. Immigrants make up nearly one-fifth of the work force, mainly in agricultural and 
unskilled jobs. Greece is a major beneficiary of EU aid, equal to about 3.3% of annual GDP. The Greek economy grew by nearly 4.0% per 
year between 2003 and 2006, due partly to infrastructural spending related to the 2004 Athens Olympic Games, and in part to an increased 
availability of credit, which has sustained record levels of consumer spending. Greece violated the EU's Growth and Stability Pact budget 
deficit criteria of no more than 3% of GDP from 2001 to 2005, but finally appears on track to meet that criteria in 2006. Public debt, inflation, 
and unemployment are above the euro-zone average, but are falling. The Greek Government continues to grapple with cutting government 
spending, reducing the size of the public sector, and reforming the labor and pension systems, in the face of often vocal opposition from the 
country's powerful labor unions and the general public.

Currency & Money
Wednesday, March 28, 2007 0.00293 Euro = 0.001987 British Pound 0.00293 British Pound (GBP) = 0.004321 Euro (EUR)

Access & Exchange
Safety
COUNTRY DESCRIPTION ^ Greece is a developed and stable democracy with a modern economy.

SECURITY AND SAFETY ^ Visitors should keep abreast of news about demonstrations and avoid places where demonstrators frequently
congregate, such as the Polytechnical University area, and Exarchion, and Syntagma Squares, and Aristotle Square in Thessaloniki.

CRIME ^ Crime against tourists (purse-snatchings, pick-pocketing) is on the rise at popular tourist sites and on crowded public transportation,
particularly in Athens. Reports of date or acquaintance rape have also increased, with most of the offenses occurring on the islands.

According to the Greek government, all of the 12 designated “Olympic Hospitals” will be required to have English-speaking staff. The
government is actively implementing plans to upgrade many hospitals, develop mobile medical units, purchase new equipment, and improve
emergency and trauma response capacities.

The 2004 Olympic Summer Games will be held in Athens from August 13-29. The Paralympic Games will take place in Athens from 
September 17-28. The Embassy's web site at http://www.usembassy.gr has a direct link to the Embassy's Olympics web page, available 
directly at http://www.usembassy.gr/olympics/index.html, which itself has a link directly to the general Olympic Games web site.

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE ^ People traveling in Greece who do not speak Greek may call 112 if they require emergency services. This is a
24-hour toll-free number, designed especially for visitors. Callers will be able to receive information in English and French (as well as Greek) 
and to request assistance from, or be connected directly to, ambulance services, the fire department, the police, and the coast guard.

Costs
Accommodation
Hostels [2] (http://www.hostelgreece.com) 

Around 15 Euros

Campsites

Food
[3] (http://www.greecetaxi.gr/index/greek%20food.html) 

[4] (http://www.greecefoods.com/vegetables/index.html) 

Tourism

Geography
Climate
Greece is situated in the extreme southeast of Europe. It is a mountainous country with a very indented coastline and it includes numerous 
islands in the Aegean Sea, the Ionian Islands in the west, of which Corfu is the best known, and the large island of Crete, which lies in the 
middle of the eastern Mediterranean.

As a result of this intermingling of mountain, island, and sea there are many local differences in the weather and climate within the country 
but the general features of weather throughout the year are much the same.

In the north the climate bears some resemblance to that found in Bulgaria and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM); 
elsewhere the influence of the Mediterranean is dominant.



Summers are warm or even hot, with almost no cloud or rain for three months. The wettest season is winter, when the weather is generally 
mild at sea level although occasional spells of cold weather occur. Snow may fall almost anywhere in Greece in winter but is rare in the 
islands and does not lie for long at sea level.

Spring and autumn are short seasons of transition from winter rain to summer heat and sun, when the weather may be very changeable from 
day to day. For those who dislike heat, April and May or September or October may be the most enjoyable seasons in Greece.

An outstanding feature of the Greek climate is the large amount of sunshine. This varies from four to five hours a day in midwinter to as much
as twelve to fourteen hours a day in midsummer. These amounts may be rather reduced in the mountains and in the extreme north. Rain 
tends to be heavy when it occurs and rarely lasts for very long except in the mountains or along the wetter west coast.

Around the coasts and on the islands the summer heat is greatly tempered by strong to fresh daytime breezes. On a few occasions, however,
when the air is calm the daytime heat can be oppressive inland or in a large town such as Athens. During the three summer months a 
persistent northerly wind, known as the etesian, blows in the Aegean and it may on occasions reach near gale force. It is strongest by day 
and drops to a near calm at night.

In the mountain regions of Greece, where many areas rise above 2,000 m/6,500 ft, the weather in winter and even into spring can be severe 
with frequent and heavy falls of snow and prolonged frost. Here summers are very pleasant since the days are sunny and often warm. The 
table for Trikkala illustrates conditions inland at moderate elevation and within the mountains.

Eastern Greece is the driest part of the country and the table for Athens is representative of much of eastern Greece at low levels.

The table for Thessaloniki shows that in northern Greece the winters are a little colder and the summers are not quite so rainless; summer 
thunderstorms occur here.

Conditions in the Aegean Islands and Crete are illustrated by the table for Náxos; here the winters are the mildest in the country and the
summer heat is tempered by sea breezes and the persistent etesian wind.

Visitors to Greece may find the sea rather too chilly for bathing in April or even early May, despite the high air temperature on sunny days. On
the other hand in October or even November the sea still retains much of its summer warmth.

Seasons
Regional Variations
Topography
About four-fifths of Greece is mountainous, including most of the islands. The most important range is the Pindus, which runs down the 
center of the peninsula from north to south at about 2,650 m (8,700 ft) in average elevation. Mt. Olympus (Ólimbos; 2,917 m/9,570 ft) is the
highest peak and was the legendary home of the ancient gods.

Greece has four recognizable geographic regions. The Pindus range divides northern Greece into damp, mountainous, and isolated Epirus
(Ipiros) in the west and the sunny, dry plains and lesser mountain ranges of the east. This eastern region comprises the plains of Thessaly
(Thessalía) and the "new provinces" of Macedonia (Makedonia) and Thrace (Thraki)—"new" because they became part of Greece after the
Balkan wars in 1912–13. Central Greece is the southeastern finger of the mainland that cradled the city-states of ancient Greece and
comprises such classical provinces as Attica (Atikí), Boeotia (Voiotia), Doris, Phocis, and Locris. Southern Greece consists of the
mountainous, four-fingered Peloponnesus (Pelopónnisos), separated from the mainland by the Gulf of Corinth (Korinthiakós Kólpos). Islands
of the Aegean comprise the numerous Cyclades (Kikládes); the Dodecanese (Dhodhekánisos), including Rhodes (Ródhos); and the two
large islands of Crete (Kríti) and Euboea (Évvoia).

Greek rivers are not navigable. Many dry up in the summer and become rushing mountain torrents in the spring.

Mountains

Places
Towns & Cities
[5] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Cities_and_towns_in_Greece) 

Sites Of Interest
Sites of linguistical interest http://www.greek-language.com/links/

Culture
Laws & Customs
Languages
People
History
Events
National Holidays & Celebrations
Festivals
[6] (http://gogreece.about.com/cs/folkloreevents/a/greeceholidays.htm) 

Travelling
General Considerations
http://www.trentobike.org/bycountry_one/Greece.html

On-Road
Off-Road
E4 long distance walking route (http://www.cretetravel.com/Activities/E4_walking_path.htm) 

Established & Recommended Routes
EuroVelo EV8 Mediterranean Route [7] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EuroVelo) 

On-Road
Off-Road
Health & Safety
Hygiene
Vaccinations



Health Facilities
Crime

Food
Local Cuisine
Self-Catering
Hunting & Gathering Opportunities
Working
Working in Greece (http://www.in2greece.com/english/factstrivia/facts/working.htm) 

Greek Job Forum (http://www.blr.gr/ootforum/viewforum.php?f=2) 

Red Tape
Seasonal Possibilities
Other Opportunities
Enterprise
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