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Border Mongolia->China - have to get a train or van over the border.

Mongolia
Map

Summary

Travel Documents & Red Tape

Visas
All British passport holders must have a Mongolian visa. A Mongolian visa (for up to 30 days stay) is normally valid for six months from the
date of issue and should be obtained from your nearest Mongolian Embassy before travelling. Your passport must be valid for more than six
months after the date you intend to enter Mongolia.

There are only six border points open to British passport holders. They are at Ulaanbaatar’s international airport; the road/train crossing to
China at Zamin Uud, the road crossing to China at Tsagaannuur in the far west; the train crossing to Russia at Sukhbaatar and the road
crossings to Russia at Altanbulag and Ereen-Tsav in the north east. You cannot cross into China or Russia at any of the other border points,
as they are either seasonal or are only open to Mongolians and/or Chinese/Russians.

Politics
Mongolia has a stable democratic parliamentary system. Parliamentary elections were held in June 2004. However, after a majority of the
cabinet resigned in January 2006 in the protest of the countries domestic political course, the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party gained
agreement from other political parties to form a new coalition government.

Contacts & Local Knowledge
Economy
Currency & Money
Mongolia is a cash-based society with credit cards slowly becoming accepted.

Access & Exchange
US Dollar travellers' cheques can be easily cashed and converted to Mongolian Togrogs. You can transfer money to Mongolia using
commercial means such as Western Union or Money Gram.

Safety
Costs
Accommodation
Food
Tourism

Geography
Mongolia is a landlocked country in Northern Asia, strategically located between China and Russia. The terrain is one of mountains and 
rolling plateaus, with a high degree of relief. Overall, the land slopes from the high Altai Mountains of the west and the north to plains and 
depressions in the east and the south. Huitenii Orgil is the highest point (4,374 meters). The lowest is 560 meters in the eastern Mongolian 
plain. The country has an average elevation of 1,580 meters. The landscape includes one of Asia's largest freshwater lakes (Lake Khuvsgul), 
many salt lakes, marshes, sand dunes, rolling grasslands, alpine forests, and permanent montane glaciers. Northern and western Mongolia 
are seismically active zones, with frequent earthquakes and many hot springs and extinct volcanoes.

Climate
Mongolia is high, cold, and dry. It has an extreme continental climate with long, cold winters and short summers, during which most 
precipitation falls. The country averages 257 cloudless days a year, and it is usually at the center of a region of high atmospheric pressure.

Mongolia's weather is characterized by extreme variability and short-term unpredictability in the summer, and the multiyear averages conceal 
wide variations in precipitation, dates of frosts, and occurrences of blizzards and spring dust storms. Such weather poses severe challenges 
to human and livestock survival. Official statistics list less than 1 % of the country as arable, 8 to 10 % as forest, and the rest as pasture or 
desert. Although winters are generally cold and clear, there are occasional blizzards.

Seasons
Averages below freezing from November through March. January and February averages of -20° C are common , with winter nights of -40° C.
Summer extremes reach as high as 38° C in the southe rn Gobi region and 33° C in Ulaanbaatar. More than half the country is covered by
permafrost. All rivers and freshwater lakes freeze over in the winter.

Regional Variations
Precipitation is highest in the north, which averages 20 to 35 centimeters per year, and lowest in the south, which receives 10 to 20 
centimeters. The extreme south is the Gobi, some regions of which receive no precipitation at all in most years. The name Gobi is a Mongol 
meaning desert, depression, salt marsh, or steppe, but which usually refers to a category of arid rangeland with insufficient vegetation to 
support marmots but with enough to support camels.

Topography
Mongolia has three major mountain ranges. The highest is the Altai Mountains, which stretch across the western and the southwestern 
regions of the country on a northwest-to-southeast axis. The Khangay mountains (Khangayn Nuruu), mountains also trending northwest to 
southeast, occupy much of central and north-central Mongolia. These are older, lower, and more eroded mountains, with many forests and 
alpine pastures. The Hentiyn Nuruu, mountains near the Soviet border to the northeast of Ulaanbaatar, are lower still. Much of eastern 
Mongolia is occupied by a plain, and the lowest area is a southwest-to-northeast trending depression that reaches from the Gobi Desert 
region in the south to the eastern frontier.

Mountains

Places
Towns & Cities



Learn Mongolian online [1] (http://voyagemongolie.com/Index_fichiers/Learn_mongolian_language.htm) 

Nomadic Live in Gers (Yurts) Tents

One road exists which goes via Ulaanbaatar

Follow railway line (there's only one)

Sterilise water in Ulaanbaatar

Ulaanbataar is the capital.

Sites Of Interest
Culture
Laws & Customs
Languages
Mongolian is an Altaic language spoken by approximately 5 million people in Mongolia, China, Afghanistan and Russia. There are a number 
of closely related varieties of Mongolian: Khalkha or Halha, the national language of Mongolia, and Oirat, Chahar and Ordos, which are 
spoken mainly in the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region of China.

As a result of pressure from the Soviet Union, Mongolia adopted the Latin alphabet in 1931 and the Cyrillic alphabet in 1937. In 1941 the 
Mongolian government passed a law to abolish the Classical Mongol script, but since 1994 they have been trying to bring it back.

People

History
Events
National Holidays & Celebrations
Festivals

Travelling
Two Germans completed a mountain bike expedition in 7 weeks in August-October 1996 [2]
(http://www.mountainbike-expedition-team.de/Tibet/start_tibet.html) . Another trip from Turkey to Mongolia, via Turkmenistan, Pakistan, India,
Nepal, Tibet, and China was completed in 1995 [3] (http://www.rutmans.org/Trek/) .

General Considerations
95% of marked roads don't exist (where is this info from?). Due to the nomadic nature of some parts of the population, the vast majority of the
roadways are unpaved.

On-Road
The standard of driving in Mongolia is poor. Fatal accidents frequently occur. There are few tarmac roads, especially outside Ulaanbaatar.

Off-Road
Established & Recommended Routes
On-Road

Off-Road

Health & Safety
Hygiene

Vaccinations
Health Facilities
Crime
Watch out for bandits on horseback in the night. They want to steal your stuff while you sleep in your tent!

Food
Local Cuisine
Self-Catering
Hunting & Gathering Opportunities
Working
Red Tape
Seasonal Possibilities
Other Opportunities
Enterprise
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