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Summary
The Slovene lands were part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire until the latter's dissolution at the end of World War I. In 1918, the Slovenes 
joined the Serbs and Croats in forming a new multinational state, which was named Yugoslavia in 1929. After World War II, Slovenia became
a republic of the renewed Yugoslavia, which though Communist, distanced itself from Moscow's rule. Dissatisfied with the exercise of power 
by the majority Serbs, the Slovenes succeeded in establishing their independence in 1991 after a short 10-day war. Historical ties to Western
Europe, a strong economy, and a stable democracy have assisted in Slovenia's transformation to a modern state. Slovenia acceded to both 
NATO and the EU in the spring of 2004.

Travel Documents & Red Tape
Visas
not required

Politics
[1] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics_of_Slovenia) 

Contacts & Local Knowledge
Economy
With a GDP per capita substantially greater than the other transitioning economies of Central Europe, Slovenia is a model of economic 
success and stability for its neighbors from the former Yugoslavia. The country, which joined the EU in May 2004 and joined the eurozone on 
1 January 2007, has excellent infrastructure, a well-educated work force, and an excellent central location. Privatization of the economy 
proceeded at an accelerated pace in 2002-05. Despite lackluster performance in Europe in 2001-05, Slovenia maintained moderate growth. 
Structural reforms to improve the business environment have allowed for greater foreign participation in Slovenia's economy and have helped
to lower unemployment. In March 2004, Slovenia became the first transition country to graduate from borrower status to donor partner at the 
World Bank. Despite its economic success, Slovenia faces growing challenges. Much of the economy remains in state hands and foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in Slovenia is one of the lowest in the EU on a per capita basis. Although tax reforms were implemented in December 
2006, taxes are still relatively high. The labor market is often seen as inflexible, and legacy industries are losing sales to more competitive 
firms in China, India, and elsewhere. The current center-right government, elected in October 2004, has pledged to accelerate privatization of
a number of large state holdings and is interested in increasing FDI in Slovenia. In late 2005, the government's new Committee for Economic 
Reforms was elevated to cabinet-level status. The Committee's program includes plans for lowering the tax burden, privatizing 
state-controlled firms, improving the flexibility of the labor market, and increasing the government's efficiency.

Currency & Money
Euro

Access & Exchange
1.00 GBP=1.47836 EUR [2] (http://www.xe.com/ucc/convert.cgi) 

Safety
COUNTRY DESCRIPTION ^ Slovenia operates under a parliamentary democracy. In May 2004, Slovenia became a member of the European
Union. A mountainous country, half of Slovenia is covered by forests, with 29 miles of coastline along the Adriatic Sea. Tourist facilities are 
widely available throughout the country.

SAFETY AND SECURITY ^ There are occasional political demonstrations in city centers in Slovenia. Most often they occur in central
Ljubljana in areas around Kongresni Trg ( Congress Square ), in front of the Parliament building, around other government facilities and at 
times near the American Embassy. These demonstrations are usually peaceful and generally are not anti-American in nature. However, there
have been demonstrations that voiced anti-American sentiments. In at least one demonstration, eggs and paint balloons were thrown at the 
Embassy. American citizens are urged to avoid demonstrations. For additional information, Americans are encouraged to check the 
Embassy's website at http://www.usembassy.si or to call the Embassy at 386-1-200-5595 or 200-5599 (200-5556 after hours and on 
weekends/holidays).

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS ^ Slovenia is rated high for earthquake probability by the U.S. Federal Management Agency. In 1895
Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia, was leveled by an earthquake. On April 12, 1998, 3,000 buildings in the Soca Valley were damaged from a 
5.5 scale earthquake, which was centered in the valley. Although 700 homes were damaged irrevocably, there were no injuries or fatalities. 
Earthquake probability ratings and other information about earthquake preparedness is available via the Internet from the U.S. Federal 
Management Agency (FEMA) at http://www.fema.gov.

Costs
Accommodation
Food
Slovenia's national cuisine shows an Austro-German influence with sauerkraut, grilled sausage and apple strudel often appearing on menus.

National specialties:

• The best-known Slovene foods are the breads made for special occasions, which appear in the form of braided loaves or wreathes: the
struklji stuffed with sweet fillings, meat or vegetables.

• Another Slovene specialty is potica, a dessert prepared with a wide variety of fillings.

National drinks:

• The western and northeastern parts of Slovenia are known for their outstanding white wines (Laski, Renski Rizling and many others).

• The south is the homeland of the light, russet-colored cvicek wine.

• The Adriatic Coast and the Karst region have mainly red karstteran wine.

Tourism

Geography
Climate



The best-known and most visited part of Slovenia is the short (47 km/29 mi) but important Adriatic coastline. This region has a Mediterranean
type of climate with mild winters and warm, sunny summers.

The coast is backed by high mountains, and winter rainfall is heavy. The one unpleasant feature of the winter weather is a cold gusty wind, 
the bora, which brings cold air from central and eastern Europe down to the coast for a few days at a time; it blows particularly violently in 
Slovenia.

Summers on this coast are not entirely rainless, and the fine, sunny weather is often interrupted by thunderstorms. Sunshine averages some 
four hours a day in winter and from ten to twelve hours a day in summer.

Inland climatic conditions rapidly become more typical of eastern Europe with cold winters and warm summers, and here summer is the 
wettest season. Slovenia includes part of the eastern Alps, with weather and climate very similar to southern Austria.

The table for the Slovenian capital Ljubljana illustrates conditions at moderate inland elevations.

Seasons
Regional Variations
Topography
Geography and topography Slovenia stretches between the Alps, the Adriatic and the Pannonian Plain, covering 20,273 square kilometres.
With Austria to the north, Italy to the west, Hungary to the east and Croatia to the south, Slovenia has always been a crossroads of
trans-European routes. The port of Koper is a unique Central European sea gateway, the roads and the railway (which as early as 1857
connected Vienna and Trieste) link the Danube region with the Mediterranean, whilst the north-west to the south-east connections link
Central Europe with the Balkans. The largest part of Slovenia is taken up by the Alps, with several river sources and waterfalls, numerous
endemic species of flora and Alpine fauna. 47.3 per cent of the population lives in the pre-Alpine hills and valleys. The Alpine region stretches
over much of the territory in the northern half of Slovenia, including Mount Triglav (2,864 metres high), a large protected natural area of
83,807 hectares and the Ljubljana and Celje basins which are the most densely populated parts of Slovenia. Slovenia is the third most
forested country in Europe, with 54 per cent of its area covered by woods and forests. It is also here that the Adriatic reaches deepest into
Central Europe and exerts its climatic influence over 8.6 per cent of the country’s territory, resulting in a vine-growing and fruit-cultivating
hinterland. In the lower Mediterranean part of Slovenia, the limestone landscape phenomena - numerous karst sinkholes, swallow holes and
more than 1,000 caves and chasms - gave the name to the branch of science 'karstology'. In the south of Slovenia there is the cool and
damp Dinaric, a north-eastern section of the Dinaric Alps, covering 28.1 per cent of Slovene territory. This is the most forested part of the
country with plenty of game and consists of the Cerknica intermittent lake (the waters disappear in the spring) and the Postojna karst cave of
19.5 kilometres. The last area is the Pannonian region in the east (accounting for 21.2 per cent of territory), the most fertile farmland in
Slovenia, rich with vineyards and thermal and mineral waters. The country's geographical diversity results in several different types of
climates in Slovenia: continental, Alpine and Mediterranean. Approximately 8 per cent of the Slovene countryside is protected by legislation
as natural heritage.

Mountains
[3] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Mountains_of_Slovenia) 

Places
Towns & Cities
[4] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities,_towns,_and_villages_in_Slovenia/E) 

Sites Of Interest
[5] (http://goeasteurope.about.com/od/bulgariaandthebalkans/p/sloveniaprofile.htm) 

Culture
Laws & Customs
Languages
Good day! ----------------> Dober dan!

Thanks! -----------------> Hvala!

Thank you! -----------------> Hvala lepa

Please! ------------------> Prosim!

How much it costs? ------> Koliko to stane?

When? --------------------> Kdaj?

Where? --------------------> Kje?

Good bye! ------------------> Nasvidenje - Adijo!

Right! ------------------> Desno!

Left! ---------------------> Levo!

Good night! -----------> Lahko noč!

Good Morning--------> Dobro jutro

Good afternoon-------> Dober dan

People
History
Events
National Holidays & Celebrations
Festivals
[6] (http://www.culturalprofiles.net/slovenia/Directories/Slovenia_Cultural_Profile/-218.html) 

[7] (http://www.ljubljanafestival.si/) 

[8] (http://www.tangoslovenia.com/) 

Travelling
General Considerations



Emerald route

[9] (http://www.slovenia.info/?smaragdna_pot=0&lng=2) 

Peddler route

[10] (http://www.slovenia.info/?krosnjarska_pot=0&lng=2) 

European long-distance routes

[11] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E70) 

Book Julian - Alps [12] (http://www.amazon.co.uk/Julian-Alps-Walking-Cicerone-Mountain/dp/1852844388) 

[13] (http://www.bravobike.com/html/eng/esloveniax.htm) 

Slovenia maps (https://www.themapshop.co.uk/slovenia.htm) 

The Thermal Route (http://www.ecf.com/352_1) 

East to west (http://www.ocd.org.uk/alps/austria/austria.htm) 

Freewheeling tours (http://www.freewheeling.ca/tours/slovenia.htm) 

[14] (http://www.oranginas.nl/index_bestanden/page0061.html) 

On-Road
Off-Road
Established & Recommended Routes
On-Road
Off-Road
Health & Safety
Hygiene
Vaccinations
Health Facilities
Crime

Food
Local Cuisine
Self-Catering
Hunting & Gathering Opportunities
Working
Red Tape
Seasonal Possibilities
Other Opportunities
Enterprise
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