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Ulugh Beg Madrassa on the west was finished in 1420 under Ulugh Beg himself, and contains mosaics with astronomical themes. 
About 100 students were taught the sciences, astronomy, and philosophy in addition to theology.
Sherdar Madrassa on the east was completed in 1636 by the Shaybanid Emir Yalangtush as a mirror image of Ulugh Beg Madrassa, 
except with decoration of roaring lions.
Tilla-Kari Madrassa in between was completed in 1660, with a golden decoration and with a pleasant courtyard.
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Samarkand [1] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samarkand) 
One of the oldest inhabited cities in the world, prospering from its location on the (Silk Road) trade route between China and Europe. At times
Samarkand has been the greatest city of Central Asia. Founded circa 700 BC. It became the capital of the Uzbek SSR in 1925 before being 
replaced by Tashkent in 1930.

Registan
One of the most awesome sights in Central Asia, if not one of the most remarkable in the world, the Registan was the center of medieval 
Samarkand. It consists of three huge madrassas (academic centres), forming three sides surrounding a huge square.

Bibi-Khanym Mosque
The mosque, with its main gate over 35 meters tall, is one of the largest and most grandiose buildings in Samarkand. It mostly collapsed in 
an earthquake in 1897, but it has now been heavily restored by the USSR Government, obliterating what was left of the original tilework.

Shah-i-Zinda
Perhaps the most beautiful of Samarkand's sights is the "Tomb of the Living King". The complex is based on the grave of Qusam ibn Abbas,
a cousin of the Prophet Muhammad, who brought Islam to this area. His shrine is one of the oldest buildings in Samarkand. According to
legend, he is not dead, but only sleeping and his tomb draws thousands of pilgrims. The approach to the tomb is a vast necropolis built on
the ruins of the ancient Sogdian city. The major tombs belong to Timur and Ulugh Beg’s extended family and favorites, and are covered in
fantastic majolica tile work.

Gur-e Amir Mausoleum
After the death of his grandson Muhammad-Sultan in 1403 Timur ordered the mausoleum built for him. With time, the Gur-e Amir became the
family mausoleum of the Timurid dynasty.

Main Bazaar
Extending around and behind Bibi Khanym Mosque, things have been unchanged for centuries.

The Ruins of Afrasiab
Northeast of the Main Bazaar is the 2.2 sq km archaeological site of ancient Samarkand (Marakanda) or Afrasiab, mostly exposed to the
elements. The Afrasiab Museum has some 7th century Sogdian frescos. Of note is the purported tomb of Daniel, the Old Testament prophet. 
The restored building is a long, low structure with five domes, containing an immense 18-meter long sarcophagus. According to legend,
Daniel’s body grows by half an inch per year, thus the long tomb.

Ulugh Beg Observatory
Ulugh Beg was probably more famous as an astronomer than a ruler. His works on astronomy were known even in Europe. In the 1420s, he 
built an immense, 3-story tall sextant, one of the largest ever constructed, in order to measure the positions of the stars with unprecedented 
accuracy. The ruins were unearthed in 1908.

State Museum
This crumbling and largely ignored museum contains serious exhibitions on local archaeology, history, and folk crafts.
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Po-i Kalyan Complex The Kalyan minaret The Kalyan minaret

The title Po-i-Kalyan (also Poi Kalyan), which means "The foot of the Great", belongs to the architectural complex located at the foot of the 
great minaret Kalyan.

Kalyan minaret. The minaret made in the form of a circular-pillar brick tower, narrowing upwards, of 9 meters (29.53 feet) diameter at the 
bottom, 6 meters (19.69 feet) overhead and 45.6 meters (149.61 feet) high.

Kalyan Mosque (Maedjid-i kalyan), arguably completed in 1514, is equal with Bibi-Khanym Mosque in Samarkand in size. Although they are 
of the same type of building, they are absolutely different in terms of art of building.

Mir-i Arab Madrassah. There is little known about the Mir-i Arab Madrasah origin. The construction of Mir-i-Arab Madrasah is ascribed to 
Sheikh Abdullah Yamani of Yemen, the spiritual mentor of early Shaybanids. He was in charge of donations of UbaidUllah-khan (gov. 
1533-1539), devoted to construction of madrasah.
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